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1, The only barracks installation in Sorau {0 52/B 16} is about 1 ki east of the
tomn, on the south side of the hirhway to Sagan (0 52/B 26), and adjoins a
slaughterhouse on the west. The installatien, which consists of an eastorn and
a western section; was constructed before World War IT, and was nct damaged .

. It was occupied by about 2,000 Polish tropps prior to January 1951,

Units in the vJestern Barracks Section,

2, An SP artillery and armored reconnsissance unit of LOO te 500 men was transferred
to Sorau in early November 1950 and assipgncd to billets formerly occupied by
a transport unit. According to members of the unit they came frorm Sagan. The
troops were on active duty and apparently did not inciude recruits inducted in
the fall of 1950, The unit, whose T/0 wes not determined, was equipped with
30 to 40 armored reconnaissance cars of the same type and about 35 SP guns,
also of the mame type. From 10 to 15 of these wehicles were stored in the open
at all times, covered with tarpaulins. The armored reconnaissance cars had
six wheels with pneumatic tires, with the two rear axles installed close
togethers a cofi'ineshaped armored bedy with sloping wallss ne turret; a door
opening to the rear; and a gun of about 75 me without nuzzle bLrake which projecte
ed about 1% meters beyond the front of the vehicle. The 8P guns kad large
bogie wheels, no track-supperting rollers, and a wedce-shaped nose with a
central hatch cover vhich opense upward, They mounted a cun of 120 to 130 m
with a muzzle brake which nrojected lror a mantlet in the center or the
vehicle. The SP guns wore equipped with an antenna, but mounted no AA machine
gun, The BP guns, which had three-digit numbers, were occasionally observad
in action in the area north of ihe barracks installation, but never longer than
half a day. {1) From November 1950 to January 1951, neither training in firing
nor combined-arms exercises were cvserved, o recennaissance cars were scen oute
side the barracks installation curing this perioed of tire; the troops wers
occupied mainly with technical and fatigue duties. Prior to November 1950,
the billets of the SP artillery and armored reconnaissance unit were occupied
by a horse-drawn transport unit of ahout 200 men, vhich was transferred in
October 1950, allegedly to Sagan. The *ransport unit was equipped with about
60 wooden wehicles, each drawvn by a tear of twoe horses. The troops, who wore

Arxy By ' N
’E%fﬁ%hm oNLY

Lo
Document No, 4
No Changs I giass, ij’

[7] Bes

[ I
AT §

Anth.:

Approved For Release 2001/12/04 : CIA-RDP82-00457R0081004



3.

Lo

50

eNTHAL 10047020118

TCL.LL OlLY

Approved For Release 2001/12/8
: SECH /oo

visor=type service caps with a rod band s were generally older than the
average personnel of other units, and included reservizis. In 1950, the
transport unit did net £0 to a troop training pcround as othor units did,

An artillery unit roved into the barracks iretallation in 1949, The unit iwas
equipped with 25 light notorized rurs, with box~4rail carriares (Kastenlae
fette), two disk wheels with pneuratic tirss not covered by the shield, short
thick barrels vith muzzle brakes projecting slishtly berond the square shield.
The pun was about 1.2 reters hirh, The crew for each run included a chief of
section, a driver, snd six unners. Traini g generally took »lace B the
terrain north of the barracks ingtallation. Units equipped with cipht cuns

were occasionally observed rarchirg out of the installation for field practice.
No runfire was heard in the Scrau area, In 1950, the unit roved by train to a
troop training grounds near Poznan (P 53/X 26) for several weeks. (2)

The motor vehicle drivers of the units located in the western section of the
barracks installation were billcted in two adjoining buildings, The motor
vehicles, whose totsl number was not deterzined, included threesaxle Studebakor
trucks and two-axle light trucks serving both as prirme rovers for the guns

of the artillery unit znd as personrel carriers. The latter trucks werc low,
equipped with two benches seabhng six to eight men each, and had unusuvally
wide radiators, In ceneral, all vehicles were in good mechanieal condition.

New personnel received training in truck driving during the suw-er of 1950,
Seme Studebaker trucks were used to haul supplies, The drivers of these
vehicles were doing raintenance work in the garages most of the tine. (3)

The headquarters of both the armored unit and the artillery unit were located
in two buildings in the western section. No Polish general was ¢ver obsarved
within the barracks installation,

Units in the Bastarn Barrocks Section,

6,

7

An artillery unit of undetormined strencth was located in two buildings as
early as 19L90 The unit was equipped with 20 cuns which vere towed by Studee
balker trucks carrying cight punners each. The guns had split-trail carriages,
two disk wheels with rubher tires, and rectangular shields with lateral wings
slightly bent backwards. The guns were about 120 rm with the barrels projecting

- beyond the shield not less than 2 meters. The unit, vwhich was only occasionals

ly seen roving out with the guns, went to a troop training ground near
Poznan in the summer of 1950, (l) g

A motorized infantry unit moved into three buildings in 1949, The troops verse
equipped with submachine guns with both drum and clip rnagazines, rifles,

and some rachine guns mounted on two smmll vheels each, Training was held
mostly in tha terrain north of the barracks installation. The troons were
occasionally observed leaving the installation by truck for field practice.
Yo joint exercises with other arms were observed, This unit alse went to the
troop. training ground in the swnrer of 1950,

The drivers of the units located in the eastern section of the barracks
installation were billeted in two adjeining buildings. They hrad three-axle
Studebaker trucks exclusively which served as prire movers for the runs of the
artillery unit located in the eastern vert of the installation, and as combat
vehicles for the motorigzed infantry unit. All vehicles were well maintained,

‘A driving school was held in the sumner of 1550,
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The hemiquartérs of both the artillery and the notorized infantry unit noved
into two build*ngs in 1949, No seneral wos ever obsarved, (5)

Uniforms., .
a5 0

10.

11,

On duty, the troops of the armered units wore blue belted cover-glls without
insifnia. Vhile driving, the crows wore dark-hlue crash helrets. The drass
uniforn vas riade of blue fabric and included a hirh=collared blouse with blue
epaulets showine rank insirniay Long trouserss buckled puttees; red collar
patches; pounded and pointed dowrmrard, vhich were allegedly not worn hy R
and a blue ficld cap with the Folish eagle eoblen or blue visoretype cans
with bands of the same color. Cfficers vore silver<borderad caps,

Prior to the fall of 1950, tro troo;s of the artillery and the wotorized infantry
unit were the usual trowm Folich Army uniforn with a red cap band. Jlue .
uniferns of a new issue vith the old red cap bands vere subsequontly distributed
to all troors. Tan: troo: s, driv-ors, and funners were obsorved viearing Llue
Jackets with epaulets in the vinter, Only irfantryren wore leng blue overceats
in winter, (6)

Viscellaneous.
Rt b A

12,

13,

(1)

(2)
(3)

(L)
(5)

(6

(n

_vheeled DA=OL car or the German four-vheel 1i- “t, or the o

In the £211 of 1950, an un'tmown mwber of trocys from the barracks installation
were discharged., After a festive farevell ceremony they were escorted to the
railroad station by the band. Shortly afterward, new recruits wearing civilian
clothes reported for active duty. On Bundays, rany soldiers attemded Catholic
se:vices resnlarly, lielicious activity was ap .arently not restricted,

Prier to Jamary 1951, neither a Polish division headquarters nor Scviet
officers and Il were obgerved in Scrau. (7

25X1A
I Conments ,

Todern sixevheel armerad recomnaissance esrs are ammown in the Scviet and in
tho former German Arpy. The cofTin shape indicotes either the Seviet foure
hievheel heavy,
arnored reconnaissance car, all of which are n.t equipped with a run as heavy
as indicated in the rorert. The SP cuns are believed to have been Soviet SU=763,
but their description does not vrecisely fit any of the known types.

The guns observed probably vere light infantry runs, possibly 76-rm model 1943
infantry guns. .

The crivers ar: believed to have ’:xa;,.nng;ed to the artillery, SP artillery, and
arnored reconnaisrance unitg, 2°XT1A ’
The unit was posnibly equipped with Scviet 120wmm rodel 1938 field hovitzers.
A previous report stated that an infantry repivent was loeatod in the barracks
installation in Serau. Sec N o Hewevar, the present
report indicates that the unit was below regimental streasth. It is helieved
that several independent units vere located in tte installation.

It is inferred Trom ithe chanre nf unifora of ha artlllery and the motorized
infantry unit that the un’ts were nieprated into a motorized infantry or tank
Civision in the fall of 1950, vhereupsn the units vere assizned the blus tank
troowst uniforr, : .

The g 11th Inf Div has been cerried in Scrau since 19L8, lowever, the division
headquarters is not confirmed by the present report.
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